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S0ilblf 


I 

When  balls  and  festive  scenes  a7'e  o'er, 

We  hold  oiir  sway  a  month  or  more. 

-2.  Too  much  of  my  next  may  give  you  my 
first; 

\ 

But  pray  of  temptation  beware  : 

3.  Unless  you  repent  of  my  third  you’re 
curs’d, 


4.  And  my  last  may  become  your  share 


4 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


2 

My  first  is  my  second,  my  second  my  first : 
Beware  how  you  treat  us — neglected  we  burst. 

1.  To  make  my  first  you  both  employ, 

2.  My  next  we  help  you  to  enjoy, 

3.  My  third  a  name  we  jointly  share, 

4.  We  aid  when  you  my  next  prepare : 

5.  Should  we  both  fail,  my  last  will  find 
His  only  chance  is  in  the  wind. 

3 

That  sweet  and  bitter  cad t  agree, 

A  fallacy  we  prove  to  be. 

1.  An  Eastern  potentate  begins  my  rhyme  ; 

2.  My  next  a  poet  of  Italia’s  clime; 

3.  My  third  you  will  require  when  daylight’s 

pas/  f 

4.  To  wander  through  the  columns  of  my  last. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


5 


4 

Oh,  lovely  damsel,  on  my  knees  I  pray, 
Pardon  my  first,  and  let  my  last  be  ^ yea! 

1.  Sweet  syren  sound,  I  love  thee  well, 

2.  Where’er  within  my  next  I  dwell ; 

3.  Although,  perchance,  my  third  in  vain 
May  strive  to  catch  the  passing  strain  ; 

4.  My  fourth  by  schoolmaster  applied, 

5.  Whene’er  my  fifth  has  idly  tried 

6.  To,  understand  my  sixth.  How  sweet 

7.  My  next  to  weary  pilgrim’s  feet. 
Scorch’d  by  the  arid  desert’s  blast, 

8.  Where  rolls  in  majesty  my  last. 


I 


6 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


5 

My  last  without  my  first  you  may  defy  ; 

But  if  I  both  combine y  theUy  mind  your  eye  ! 

1.  The  depths  of  ocean  by  my  first  I  trace  ; 

2.  My  second  carries  a  deceptive  face, 

Base  counterfeit  of  pure  metallic  worth ; 

3-4.  A  quadruped  my  next,  which,  through  my 
fourth, 

Pursues  his  timid  prey  by  day  or  night ; 

5.  My  fifth  you’ll  only  find  where  rears  its 

might, 

6.  My  sixth  defiant  of  the  raging  fight. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


7 


6 

Without  my  last  my  first  could  neer  have  been  ; 
Without  7ny  first  my  last  you  ndcr  had  seen. 

1-2.  A  fairy  sprite,  and  a  place  for  fight,  ^ 

>  A 

3.  And  those  who  attend  on  the  same. 

4.  A  metal,  my  fourth,  which  varies  in  worth. 

Of  which  you’ll  in  v^ain  seek  the  name. 

7 

Caressed  by  beauty,  famed  in  poets'  lay, 

Our  life  a  bouquet — yet  how  short  our  day  ! 

1.  Misguided  mortal,  stay  your  hand, 

4.  Ere  you  become  my  fourth. 

2.  A  wicked  king,  of  Israel’s  land  ; 

3.  The  emblem  of  a  sloth. 


8 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


8 

An  antic  my  first  perfomn'd  by  my  second ; 

Together  a  juvenile  sport  we  are  reckon'd. 

/ 

1.  In  nature’s  field  my  first  I  spy, 

2.  Ere  yet  my  second  greets  the  eye. 

3.  A  poet  next,  or  else,  a  strain 

4.  To  soothe  my  last,  a  sudden  pain. 

9 

Should  you  desire  my  last  to  hit, 

Hold  straight  my  first,  or  yoiill  miss  it. 

1.  Without  my  first,  whate’er  I  have  to  sell 
Perforce  remains  my  own,  I  know  full  well. 

2.  My  second  erst  a  virgin  martyr  bled, 

3.  Pure  as  my  third  her  sainted  spirit  fled. 

4.  A  mundane  spirit  in  my  next  you’ll  find, 

5.  Deceitful  as  my  next  to  tempt  mankind. 

6.  My  last  a  river ;  or  you  may  prefer 
A  fish  that  swims  in  it,  or  any  other. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


9 


10 

To  seize  my  first  my  second  came  mtent: 
They  caught  a  Tartar,  so  away  they  went. 

1.  My  first  is  foremost  in  the  fray  ; 

2.  My  next,  more  timid,  runs  away ; 

3.  My  third  may  odd  or  even  claim ; 

4.  My  next,  in  French,  a  week-day  name. 

5.  A  social  delicacy  guess, 

6.  And  then  a  scene  of  earthly  bliss ; 

7.  And  should  you  ever  suffer  wrong, 

I  trust  you’ll  get  my  last  ere  long. 


10  DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 

II 

TJirice  happy  he  who  with  my  first  in  store 
Can  spurn  my  dreaded  second  from  his  door. 

1-2.  My  second  is  first;  my  next  you  will  do 
Whenever  you  wish  to  take  off  your  shoe. 

3.  Oh !  pity  my  wants  and  grant  me  this 

boon ! 

4.  A  fairy  comes  next,  perhaps  from  the 

moon ; 

5.  A  speaker  whose  speech  is  neatly  com¬ 

pressed  ; 

6.  The  writer  and  reader  shortly  expressed. 

7.  To  find  out  this  riddle  you  must  now  begin ; 
My  last  must  come  first  if  you  wish  to  win. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


I  I 


12 

/  live  by  warmthy  I  die  by  cold ; 

Guess  right,  my  destiny  is  told. 

1.  To  horse  !  my  first  your  duty  do. 

2.  To  war !  I  see  the  war-paint,  too. 

3.  My  third  is  raised  to  throw. 

4.  I  hear  a  prayer  in  hour  of  death, 

5.  Wrung  from  my  last  with  bated  breath 

Of  agony  or  woe. 

With  slow  a7id  solemn  steps  I  glide  along, 

A  nd  claim  my  second  from  the  pions  throfig. 

1.  Both  rich  and  poor  enjoy  my  first ; 

2.  My  next  is  hard  to  guess ; 

3.  My  third  allays  the  gossips’  thirst ; 

4.  My  last  comes  from  the  press. 


I 


12 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


14 

From  north  to  south,  from  east  to  west, 

I  hill  a7td  dale  portray  ; 

O'er  all  my  friends  who  love  me  best 
My  next  exerts  his  sway. 

1.  I  sparkle  in  the  fairy  cave  ; 

2.  I  preach,  in  vain,  my  friend  to  save  ; 

3.  I  dash  the  spray  from  many  a  wave 

4.  I  brace  the  muscles  of  the  brave ; 

5.  I  exercise  despotic  sway; 

6.  I  prove  he’s  gone  another  way  ; 

7.  I  erst  inspired  the  poet’s  lay  ; 

8.  I  rarely  show  myself  by  day. 

9.  My  last  is  over  Britain  found 
Where’er  the  farmer  tills  the  ground. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


13 


15 

Where  war  displays  his  gory  ha^id 
Behold  us,  both  by  sea  auddand. 

1.  A  festive  day  begins  my  song, 

2.  Without  my  next  perhaps  too  long. 

3.  A  ruffian  famed  in  Shakspear’s  lay — 

4.  How  slow  the;  minutes  pass  away  ! 

5.  My  fifth  you  rarely  see  before; 

6.  My  next  a  relic  of  the  Moor ; 

7.  My  last,  or  true  or  false,  beware  ! 

The  laws  of  England  do  not  spare. 


14 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


i6 

A  Square  Acrostic. 

My  first  in  various  shapes  appear  ; 

My  second  always  round : 

Invert  us,  a7id yoic  make  us  square  ; 

In  E7igla7id  we  aboimd. 

I.  The  first  word  and  first  line  reveal  the 
same  name ; 

5.  The  last  word  and  last  line  do  also  the 
same. 

2-3-4.  In  the  square  thus  constructed  ten 
letters  complete 

A  shrine  and  two  fruits,  one  of  which 
you  may  eat. 


f 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


15 


17 

If  you  are  careful  7iot  to  lose  the  key^ 

My  first  and  last  both  timely  friejids  will  be. 

If  you  write  me  a  letter  to  Red  Lion  Square, 

1.  Your  epistle  my  first  on  its  cover  must  bear, 

2.  Or  else  Rowland  Hill  will  not  warrant  my 

second. 

3.  My  next  is  by  some  folks  an  ornament 

reckon’d. 

4.  A  complaint  is  my  fourth  of  a  troublesome 

kind  ; 

5.  In  a  glass  of  my  last  you’ll  a  remedy  find. 


i6 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


i8 

My  firsts  with  flowers  and  genial  warmth  over¬ 
spread, 

With  joy  you  hail — my  dreary  last  you  dread. 

1.  My  first  effused  a  holy  martyr’s  blood. 

2.  Child  of  my  next,  a  stalwart  patriot  stood, 

3.  When  erst  my  third,  overspreading  Switzer¬ 

land, 

4.  Dispersed  my  fourth  from  o’er  his  fatherland  ; 

5.  My  next,  with  shade  and  darkness  overcast, 

6.  Brings  rest  and  solace  to  my  weary  last. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 
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19 

Without  my  first  your  shoes  you  need  not  mend  ; 
Without  my  second  many  a  game  must  end ; 

When  joinedy  a  sport  which  most  yotmg  mc7i  bc- 
frie7id, 

1.  Beware  of  my  first  if  you  value  your  fame  ; 

2.  My  next  o’er  th’  Atlantic  you’ll  find ; 

3.  My  third  when  put  on  but  increases  the 

flame ; 

4.  My  last  will  cut,  dig,  saw,  or  grind. 

20 

Ride  a  cock-horse  to  Banbury  Cross, 

To  see  a  fi^ie  lady  ride  07i  a  white  horse. 

1.  An  esculent  of  pungent  taste  ; 

2.  A  colour  next  of  lovely  hue  ; 

3.  My  third  should  not  use  over-haste  ; 

4.  My  next  arrive  when  it  is  due ; 

5.  My  last  will  either  set  you  free, 

Or  tie  you  to  the  fatal  tree. 

B 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


l8 

21 

My  first  so  pure  it  breathes  of  heaven  ; 

My  last  distilled  from  Satads  leaven. 

1.  When  winds  and  waves  around  him  burst, 
With  joy  the  sailor  hails  my  first ; 

2.  My  next  you  see  with  golden  sheen 
Adorn  a  table,  clock,  or  screen  ; 

3.  My  third,  the  scene  of  many  a  fight. 

Has  now  succumbed  to  Prussia’s  might ; 

4.  A  speedy  way  to  get  a  spouse. 

My  last,  brings  sorrow  on  the  house. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


19 


22 

Bereft  of  liberty — alone  ! 

A  vi07tarch  vioti7'7is  a  falle7i  thro7ie. 

1-2.  A  malediction,  a  surprise, 

3-4-5.  A  dog,  a  plant,  a  man  with  eyes, 
6-7.  A  bay,  a  fault  —  if  these  you  guess, 
I  shall  applaud  your  cleverness. 

23 

A  gift  of  Nature  so  abased, 

My  seco7id  7ioiv  is  rarely  used. 

1.  Of  skeleton  I  form  a  part, 

2.  My  next  may  be  a  spade,  or  heart ; 

3.  A  quadruped  will  now  appear; 

4.  My  next  a  man  I  like  to  hear ; 

5.  My  last  becomes  a  damsel  fair. 
When  neatly  fastened  in  her  hair. 


20 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


24 

My  first  will  soothe  the  aching  brain  ;  ■ 
My  next  d erwhehns  with  grief ; 

And  yet  to  those  who  suffer  pain 
We  both  afford  relief. 

1.  My  first  a  sailor  of  renown  ; 

2.  My  next  you  get  for  half-a-crown  ; 

3.  My  third  I  hope  you  will  find  out ; 

4.  My  fourth  is  famous  for  his  snout ; 

5.  Now  for  a  haughty  monarch  search, 
Who  lost  his  life  when  in  the  lurch. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


21 


25 

You  steer  by  my  first ;  on  my  seeond  you  sit ; 
Beware  lest  the  one  or  the  other  you  quit. 

1.  My  first  your  attention  should  every  day 

claim  ; 

2.  My  next  is  a  city  with  latinized  name  ; 

3.  My  third  is  a  country  begirt  by  the  sea  ; 

4.  My  next  a  ball-room  you  frequently  see  ; 

5.  My  fifth  you  will  hail  when  exposed  to  the 

blast ; 

6.  On  the  neighbouring  farm  you  may  find  my 

last. 


22 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


26 

We  chase  each  other  day  by  day  ; 

A  t  Box  and  Cox  we  ever  play. 

1.  I  lead  your  steps,  unless  you’re  blind  ; 

2.  My  next  a  sacred  symbol  find  ; 

3.  My  third  a  noisy  toy  ; 

4.  My  fourth  a  shout  of  mirth  and  glee 
From  those  who  hold  high  revelry, 

5.  When  they  my  last  enjoy. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


23 


27 

Whenever  we  two  ehanee  to  meet^ 

We  genei'ate  both  light  and  heat. 

1.  My  first  is  last  ;  my  second  send 

2.  The  French  and  Prussian  heads  to  mend ; 

3.  My  third  an  isolated  place  ; 

4.  My  next  a  number  odd  I  trace  ; 

5.  To  find  my  last  o’er  hill  and  plain 
Would  puzzle  e’en  an  Indian’s  brain. 

28 

Of  all  the  emotions  that  torture  the  bram 
Yon  scaree  would  find  aiiy  to  equal  us  tivain. 

1.  If  I  cannot  get  more,  why  my  first  I  must 

take  ; 

2.  Of  my  next  at  dessert  you  perhaps  may 

partake  ; 

3.  My  third  is  a  feline  both  savage  and  sly ; 

4.  To  stifle  a  toothache  my  last  you  may  try. 


24 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


29 

If  my  first  you  defer, 

TJmi  my  7iext  you  mcur. 

1-2.  My  first  a  merry  lass;  my  next  a  bird 

3.  Of  foreign  clime,  that  lives  upon  my  third  ; 

4.  Now  try  a  holy  man  of  old  to  find, 

With  sorrow  and  infirmity  made  blind  ; 

5.  My  next  may  make  you  start,  but  do  not 

fear, 

6.  A  little  patience  and  my  sixth  you’ll  hear ; 

7.  My  next  you  take  when  you  a-shooting 

go; 

8.  Or  good  or  bad  my  eighth  the  world 

bestow ; 

9-10.  A  foreign  country,  where  my  last  you  find, 
If  for  such  dang’rous  sport  you  are 
inclined. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


25 


30 

If  charity  be  to  your  mind^ 

I  give  my- first:  my  last  you  find. 

1.  My  first,  though  not  royal,  sometimes  wears 

a  crown ; 

2.  My  next  of  an  island  the  capital  town  ; 

3.  My  third  you  must  try  ere  you  make  your 

debut ; 

4.  My  next  is  an  excellent  bait  for  a  Jew ; 

5.  My  fifth  may  be  crooked  or  straight — short 

or  wide ; 

6.  On  my  sixth  the  Romans  of  old  once  relied  ; 

7.  My  next,  though  not  guilty,  of  murder  the 

cause ; 

8.  My -last  the  result  of  a  code  of  good  laws. 


26  DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 

31 

Whocer  will  take  the  pains  to  read 
Htwie,  Smollett,  or  Mahon, 

Will  hail  with  joy  the  Martyr  s  creed, 

And  welcome  Charles  to  town. 

O’er  the  glad  waters  of  the  dark  blue  sea 

1-2.  My  first  may  wander,  and  my  second  see  ; 

3-4.  My  third  and  fourth,  in  nature  though  the 
same, 

Differ  in  use,  in  aspect,  and  in  name ; 

5.  My  next  may  thank  the  Tories  for  his  vote, 

6.  If  he  retains  my  sixth,  not  too  remote  ; 

7.  My  next  you  will  perceive  whene’er  you  eat 

8.  My  eighth,  for  children  an  unwholesome 

treat ; 

9.  Myself  I  double,  and  then  cut  in  two. 

To  make  a  shift  that  for  this  place  may  do; 

10.  My  next  in  prose  or  verse  you  may  peruse, 

11.  And  find  my  last  in  every  phrase  you  use. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


27 


32 

We  sport  by  day,  we  sport  by  night ; 

By  light  of  mo 071,  or  sunshine  bright ; 
Yon  sport  by  day — perhaps  by  night ; 

To  spoil  onr  sport  is  your  delight, 

1.  An  island  famed  for  fruit  and  spice ; 

2.  A  mart  where  you  may  get  your  price ; 

3.  Next  that  your  dress  conceals  ; 

4.  A  promenade — sometimes  a  street ; 

5.  An  instrument  of  music  sweet ; 

6.  My  last  your  fate  reveals. 


/ 
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DOUBLE  ACROSTICS. 


i 


33 

A  matchhox,  adomed  with  ^  Ex  luce  lucellum,’ 
Embodies  both  words ^ — so  I  need  not  tell  'em. 

1.  My  first  is  a  refuge  for  child  or  for  thief ; 

2.  My  next,  though  sore  smitten,  ne’er  asks  for 

relief ; 

3.  My  third,  but  a  trifle,  may  cost  you  much 

tin 

If  meant  for  a  lady  whose  heart  you  would 
win ; 

4.  My  fourth,  the  result  of  much  trouble  and 

thought, 

5.  Has  often  my  next  to  its  possessor  brought ; 

6.  My  sixth  may  inspire  you  with  love  or  wdth 

fear ; 

7.  But  when  seen  through  my  last  will  not  fail 

to  endear. 


29 


LINES 

To  a  Young  Lady  07i  her  Mai'riage  07i  the  '^oth  of 
January^  her  sister  havmg  been  married  07i  a 
previous  a7inive7'sary  of  the  Martyrdom  of 
King  Charles  the  First. 

1. 

Had  Calcraft  lived  in  days  of  yore, 

When  Charles  a  martyr  died, 

Instead  of  shedding  Royal  blood 
A  knot  he  would  have  tied. 

2. 

But  knots  there  be  which  lives  unite. 

As  well  as  lives  destroy  ; 

All  honoured  be  the  sacred  rite 
Which  hallows  wedded  joy  ! 


30 


LINES  TO  A  YOUNG  LADY. 


3- 

A  second  Sister  Martyr  see 
The  sacred  scaffold  tread  : 

Thrice  happy  may  her  future  be  — 
May  blessings  wreathe  her  head  ! 


31 


MONKEYANA. 


No.  I. 

% 

THE  GORILLA’S  APPEAL; 

OR, 

MAN’S  PLACE  IN  NATURE. 

I. 

Am  I  ape  or  man  ? 

Inform  me  who  can  ! 

And  settle  my  place  in  the  scale ; 

A  man  in  ape’s  shape  ? 

An  anthropoid  ape  ? 

Or  monkey  deprived  of  his  tail  ? 


32 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


2. 

The  ‘  Vestiges'  taught 
We  all  came  from  nought, 
By  development  progressive 
That  insects  and  worms 
Could  take  higher  forms 
In  lapse  of  ages  successive. 

3- 

Charles  Darwin  sets  forth 
In  a  book  of  worth, 

The  force  of  Nature’s  selection 
How  struggle  for  life 
Is  a  natural  strife, 

Causing  specific  distinction. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


33 


4- 

Let  pigeons  and  doves 
Select  their  own  loves, 

And  grant  a  million  of  ages  ; 

Then  you  may  find 
They’ve  altered  their  kind, 
Changed  into  prophets  and  sages. 

5. 

Leonard  Horner  states 
That  biblical  dates 
The  age  of  the  world  cannot  trace  ; 
Bible  tradition 
Nile’s  deposition 
Puts  to  the  right-about-face. 


c 
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DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


6. 

Kent’s  Hole  Pengelly, 
Doubtless  will  tell  ye 
How  he  and  his  colleagues  of  late 
Have  found  Celtic  stones 
Mix’d  up  with  cave  bones 
Of  contemporaneous  date.  ^ 


7. 

Says  Prestwich  (who  pelts 
With  flint-knives  and  Celts 
All  those  who  doubt  his  relation), 
The  tools  he  exhumes 
From  gravelly  tombs 
Date  long  before  the  Creation. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


35 


8. 

Then  John  Edward  Gray, 

In  rather  rude  way, 
Pronounces  Du  Chaillu  a  rogue. 
Who  magnifies  acts 
And  falsifies  facts. 

So  writing  himself  into  vogue. 

9- 

The  track  on  his  map 
He  proclaims  a  trap. 

His  pictures  imagination  ; 

That  his  skins  are  old, 

And  the  book  he  sold 
A  monstrous  exasrereration. 


DOUBLE  ACROSTICS, 


10. 

Huxley  and  Owen, 

Like  Lucifers  glowing, 

With  pen  and  ink  rush  to  the  scratch ; 
’Tis  brain  versiLS  brain. 

Till  one  of  them ’s  slain — 

Depend  it  will  be  a  good  match. , 

II. 

Says  Owen,  "You  see 
The  brain  in  Chimpanzee 
Is  always  exceedingly  small ; 

The  descending  horn 
Of  extremity  shorn. 

And  no  hippocampus  at  all.’ 
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12. 

He  then  can  tell  ’em 
Man’s  cerebellum, 

O’erlapped  by  the  lobes  you  can’t  see  ; 
Each  convolution 
Has  a  solution 
Of  archencephalic  degree. 

13- 

Apes  have  no  straight  nose, 

Bear  thumbs  for  great  toes, 

With  pelvis  contracted  and  slight 
They  can’t  stand  upright. 

Except  to  show  fight 
’Gainst  Chaillu,  that  chivalrous  knight. 
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14. 

Then  Huxley  replies  '' 

That  Owen  tells  lies, 

And  garbles  Latin  quotation  ; 

His  facts  are  not  new. 

His  faults  not  a  few, — 

Fatal  to  his  reputation. 

IS- 

‘  To  twice  slay  the  slain 
Is  labour  in  vain  ’ — 

Thus  Huxley  concludes  his  review  ; 
‘  I’ve  licked  him  before. 

The  fight  I  give  o’er. 

And  scornfully  bid  him  adieu.’ 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 
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No.  II. 

THE  GORILLA’S  PETITION. 

Addressed  to  the  President  of  Section  D.  of  the 
British  Association  at  Cambridge,  Oct.  1862. 

1. 

Pity  the  sorrows  of  a  poor  old  ape, 

Whose  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him  to 
your  door; 

Whose  close  affinity  to  human  shape 

Supplies  a  link  which  science  lacked  before. 

2. 

This  gait  erect,  this  complicated  brain. 

With  bulging  lobes,  and  hippocampus  true. 
And  many  a  furrow  circling  in  its  grain. 

Attest  my  near  relationship  to  you. 
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0- 

These  Halls,  erected  on  this  classic  ground, 

With  tempting  aspect  lured  me  from  my 
road  ; 

For  Plenty  here  a  residence  has  found, 

And  Science  a  magnificent  abode. 

*  4‘ 

Hard  is  the  fate  of  the  gorilla  poor ! 

Here,  when  I  claim  your  sympathy,  alas  ! 
Professor  Owen  drives  me  from  your  door 
To  seek  a  shelter  in  a  lower  class. 

5- 

What  though  m^  teeth  and  large  prehensile  toes 
Betray  some  features  of  a  lower  race, 

My  shortened  thumbs  and  catarrhinal  nose 
Convey  to  some  of  lower  apes  a  trace. 
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6. 

Yet  Huxley  scorns  these  trivial  points  to  own, 
And  Flowers  and  Rolleston  join  him  in  the  van  ; 
And  Darwin  incontestably  has  shown 

That  lemurs  rise  to  apes,  and  apes  to  man. 

7- 

Heav’n  sends  misfortunes — why  should  we  re¬ 
pine  ? 

’Tis  Heav’n  has  brought  me  to  the  state  you 
see : 

And  your  condition  may  be  soon  like  mine. 
Instead  of  President  of  Section  D. 

8. 

A  snug  abode  was  my  paternal  lot,  . 

Beneath  the  shelter  of  a  spreading  tree  ; 

But,  ah !  Du  Chaillu  tore  me  from  my  cot. 

And  brought  me  thence  with  many  a  chim¬ 
panzee. 
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9* 

My  daughter,  once  the  comfort  of  my  age, 
Lur’d  by  a  villain  in  an  evil  day. 
Confined  within  the  limits  of  a  cage, 

A  wretched  prisoner,  now  pines  away. 


10. 

My  tender  wife,  the  solace  of  my  days. 

Fell’d  by  Du  Chaillu’s  never-failing  shot, 
With  glassy  eyes,  exposed  to  vulgar  gaze. 

Is  doomed  by  Gray  in  Russell  Street  to  rot. 

II. 

Pity  the  sorrows  of  a  poor  old  ape. 

Whose  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him 
your  door ; 

Whose  close  affinity  to  human  shape 

Bespeaks  your  sympathy,  if  nothing  more. 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


43 


ON  OVIS.  MERCENARIUS; 

OR  THE 

NOTTINGHAM  LAMB. 

A  NEW  SPECIES  OF  BRITISH  SHEEP. 

To  he  read  iii  Section  T>.  of  the  British  Association 

at  Nottingham. 

This  singular  and  highly  uninteresting  addition 
to  the  British  fauna  has  been  brought  to  light 
by  the  investigation — now  being  conducted  be¬ 
fore  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons — 
into  the  riotous  proceedings  which  characterised 
and  disgraced  the  last  election  for  the  town  of 
Nottingham.  All  the  specimens  hitherto  ex¬ 
amined  are  immature ;  but,  judging  from  their 
external  appearance  and  mode  of  conducting 
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themselves,  they  appear  to  be  very  precocious, 

and  to  have  attained  a  degree  of  physical 

development  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  that  of 

their  mental  faculties.  They  are  utterly  devoid 

of  that  amiable  and  tractable  disposition  which 

characterises  the  young  of  the  ordinary  species, 

and  which  has  stamped  it  for  long  ages  as 

the  emblem  of  innocence.  Their  powers  of 

/ 

aggression  are  so  terrific,  and  their  evil  pas¬ 
sions  are  so  easily  excited  (more  so  even  than 
in  the  gorilla,  as  described  in  such  graphic 
language  by  Mons.  Du  Chaillu,  or  his  book¬ 
maker),  that  it  is  dangerous  to  approach  them, 
especially  during  the  period  of  a  contested 
election.  Their  appetites  are  enormous — espe¬ 
cially  as  regards  drink.  Owing  to  the  latter 
peculiarity,  those  who  have  experience  in  ma- 


AND  OTHER  TRIFLES. 


45 


naging  them  are  able  to  control  them,  and, 
indeed,  to  direct  their  movements  on  any- 
given  point,  by  the  judicious  exhibition  (as 
the  doctors  say)  of  stimulants.  The  brain, 
although  deficient,  is  nevertheless  of  a  higher 
type  of  development  than  in  any  of  the  ovine 
family  hitherto  described,  being  furnished  with 
an  undoubted  hippocampus  minor,  and  the 
posterior  lobes  overhanging  and  almost  con¬ 
cealing  the  cerchellum.  This  structure  is  espe¬ 
cially  worthy  of  the  attention  of  Mr.  Darwin 
and  Professor  Huxley,  inasmuch  as  it  supplies 
a  link,  hitherto  unnoticed,  in-  the  chain  of  pro¬ 
gressive  development,  bridging  over  the  hiatus 
between  the  ruminantia  and  bimana.  The 
parietes  of  the  cranium  are  of  great  thick¬ 
ness,  and  are  composed  of  the  densest  osseous 
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tissue  :  they  are  consequently  capable  of  re¬ 
sisting  blows  and  concussions  which  would 
fracture  a  brain-case  of  more  yielding  material. 
The  muscular  power  is  enormous,  the  triceps 
flexor  cicbiti  and  the  deltoideiLS  muscles  being 
unusually  prominent.  The  most  singular  and 
aberrant  feature  in  the  anatomical  structure 
is  this, — the  anterior  members,  instead  of  being 
used  exclusively  for  locomotion  (as  in  the 
other  species  of  the  ovine  family),  are  for  the 
most  part  employed  as  organs  of  aggression, 
and  are  wielded  with  overpowering  force  and 
great  precision ;  furthermore,  being  furnished 
with  prehensile  paws  in  lieu  of  hoofs,  they 
are  capable  of  seizing  sticks  or  stones,  or  other 
auxiliary  means  of  increasing  their  destructive 
powers.  Some  of  them  are  furnished  with 
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pouches,  in  which  they  deposit  articles  either  of 
use  or  offence  until  they  are  required — an 
organisation  which  cannot  fail  to  strike  compa¬ 
rative  anatomists,  as  showing  a  collateral  affinity 
between  the  riiminantia  and  the  marstipialia. 

Three  or  four  specimens  were  exhibited 
before  the  Committee,  and  excited  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  amusement,  not  unmixed 
with  disgust,  that  animals  having  so  close  a 
resemblance  to  the  ‘human  form  divine’  should 
be  so  utterly  devoid  of  truth,  honesty,  and 
virtue. 
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